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MEETINGS 
In this department we hope to publish timely announcements 
of future meetings and reports of events and papers presented at 
past meetings. For this we rely on the organizers of meetings 
to send us announcements as early as possible, and on colleagues 
in each country to send us reports, avoiding duplication by 
checking with the editor or the nearest member of the Internation 
al Commission. 
WORKSHOP ON THE 
SOCIOLOGY OF MATHEMATICAL 
KNOWLEDGE AND THE SOCIAL HISTORY OF MATHEMATICS 
By Donald MacKenzie, 
Department of Sociology, University of Edinburgh 
On 20 and 21 August 1977, a meeting was held in the Science 
Studies Unit, University of Edinburgh, which discussed the 
problems of analyzing mathematics from the point of view of the 
sociology of knowledge. The meeting was sponsored by Project 
PAREX, a European programme of cooperative research in the socia 
studies of science, and by the Science Studies Unit. The 
proposal for the meeting had arisen from a previous meeting of 
project PAREX, devoted to 'The Social Context of Mathematics: 
Nineteenth Century Schools of Thought' (cf. HM 3(1976), 470-l). 
Four papers were read. The first, by David Bloor (Science 
Studies Unit, Edinburgh) attempted to bring together the work 
in the philosophy of mathematics of Imre Lakatos and that in 
social anthropology of Mary Douglas. David Bloor suggested 
that the strategies within mathematics described by Lakatos 
('monster adjustment', 'exception barring', 'monster barring', 
the dialectical method of proofs and refutations) could be 
interpreted according to Mary Douglas's theory of 'grid and 
group'. In this latter theory response to anomalies in 
classification systems is regarded as varying according to two 
dimensions of social structure: 'grid' measuring the extent to 
which an individual's relations to others are constrained by 
rules of status, etc., and 'group' measuring the extent to 
which the individual is incorporated into a clearly defined 
social grouping. By bringing together the two theories, Bloor 
was able to put forward a hypotheses about the types of mathema- 
tical style that would be expected to be associated with 
different types of social structure, and to make specific 
predictions about the mathematicians discussed by Lakatos. 
Herbert Mehrtens (Technische UniversitZit Berlin) made use 
of his research on the history of lattice theory to discuss 
various substantive and methodological issues in the sociology 
and social history of mathematics. His paper led to a lively 
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discussion of 'mathematical objectivity', its nature and its 
relation to the work of the historian of mathematics. The 
question was posed: 
Given two mathematicians who have so far followed the 
same steps in mathematical reasoning; 
Are there any constraints, other than those deriving 
from psychology and the sociology of the mathematical 
community or the wider society, which can be seen as 
forcing them to take the same next step? 
Sabetai Unguru (University of Oklahoma, Norman) discussed 
the historiographic issues arising from his work on Greek 
mathematics. He insisted that the view of the history of mathe- 
matics which saw it as a gradual process by which an eternally- 
given mathematical truth revealed itself was mistaken and led 
to historical distortion. It was necessary to study the 
mathematics of the past in its own terms, and not to regard it 
as an inferior or disguised form of modern mathematics. He 
dealt with some published criticism of his position, and also 
raised examples that led to fruitful discussion. 
Joan Richards (Harvard University) discussed the work of 
William Kingdon Clifford in non-Euclidean geometry. She 
argued that Clifford's geometric ideas could be seen as 
conditioned by his radical and empiricist attitudes. He was 
opposed to a geometry which was put forward as embodying absolute 
a priori truths and which had been used, for example, in 
arguments for the existence of God. Clifford argued that 
geometry was a physical science, and that the propositions of 
geometry were empirical rather than necessary. By comparison, 
other mathematicians such as Cayley sought to defuse the 
radical implications of non-Euclidean geometry. 
A final session discussed how best to continue this line 
of work. It was decided to project a further meeting devoted 
to case studies in the history of mathematics concerned with 
the social aspects of mathematical knowledge. Herbert Mehrtens 
agreed to act as co-ordinator, and to gather information on 
work in progress in this field. Anyone interested should write 
him at the following address: Herbert Mehrtens, Technische 
Universitat Berlin, Institut fiir Philosophie, Wissenschaftstheorie 
Wissenschafts- und Technikgeschichte, Ernst-Reuter-Platz 7, 
1 Berlin 10, FRG. 
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SOCIETA'ITALIANA DI LOGICA 
E FILOSOFIA DELLE SCIENZE (S.I.L.F.S.) 
CONFERENCE ON THE HISTORY AND PHILOSOPHY OF 
SCIENCE, SEPTEMBER 4-8, 1978, DOMUS GALILAEANA, PISA, ITALY 
The Second International Conference on the History and Phi- 
losophy of Science will be held in the Domus Galilaeana of Pisa, 
Italy, on September 4-8, 1978. The Conference is entitled, 
"History of Science and Philosophical Thought" and is calculated 
to foster, primarily through actual examples, co-operation 
between historians of science and philosophers of science. 
The Conference is organized by the Domus Galilaeana, by 
the Italian Society for Logic and Philosophy of Science, and by 
the Joint Commission of the International Union of History and 
Philosophy of Science. It will consist of five sections, devoted 
to the themes: The Structure of Theory Change, The Early History 
of the Axiomatic Method, The Interpretation of Galileo's Method- 
ology, The Development of Probabilistic Thinking, Thermodynamics 
and Physical Reality Since 1850. An opening address will be 
given by the President of the Domus Galilaeana and a round 
table discussion on the theme "What Can History of Science and 
Philosophy of Science do for Each Other?" will conclude the 
meeting. 
The Conference is open to observers, but all the papers 
will be invited ones. The list of speakers will be announced 
later, 
For details, please write to Professor Evandro Agazzi, 
Institute of Philosophy, University of Genova, via Balbi 4, 
16126 Genova (Italy), or to Professor Jaakko Hintikka, Depart- 
ment of Philosophy, Stanford University, Stanford'CA 94305 (USA). 
THIRD CONFERENCE ON UNDERGRADUATE MATHEMATICS 
APRIL 7-8, 1978, WESLEYAN UNIVERSITY 
The third Conference on Undergraduate Mathematics, sponsored 
by the Journal of Undergraduate Mathematics, was held at 
Wesleyan University, Middletown, Connecticut, on April 7 and 8, 
1978. The program of the meeting included the presentation of 
papers written by students during their undergraduate careers 
and talks by the following professional mathematicians: 
Joan Hutchinson (Smith College), algebra; Christopher Lather 
(Florida State University), catastrophe theory; Elwood G. 
Parker (Guilford College), real analysis; Robert A. Rosenbaum 
(Wesleyan University), banquet speaker; Mary E. Rudin (University 
of Wisconsin), set theory. 
A report of the second Conference on Undergraduate Mathema- 
tics held at the University of Santa Clara on April 15 and 16, 
1977 is in Volume 9, No. 2, Sept. 1977 of the Journal of 
Undergraduate Mathematics. 
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INTERNATIONAL SYMPOSIUM ON CHRISTIAAN HUYGENS (1629-1695) 
AMSTERDAM, AUGUST 1979 
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An international symposium on the life and work of Christiaan 
Huygens will be held in Amsterdam, the Netherlands, from 22 to 
25 August 1979, to mark the 350th anniversary of his birth. 
The Symposium will as far as possible explore all aspects of 
Huygens' work in the light of recent historical research, 
placing it in its contemporary context and assessing its impact 
On science, past and present. 
An organizing committee has been formed under the chairman- 
ship of the President of the Royal Netherlands Academy of 
Sciences, Professor H. B. G. Casimir. The present announcement 
gives a preliminary outline of the program proposed by the 
Committee. A Second Circular will be sent to anyone upon 
request. 
Program: During this three- or four-day conference a number 
of speakers will present papers on Huygens' place in seventeenth 
century Dutch culture, on his position in the "scientific 
revolution", on his approach to science and his methods of 
enquiry, on his position with respect to the great natural 
philosophies of his time and on his contributions to mathematics 
and the natural sciences. The scientific sessions will include 
a number of invited papers by scholars who are actively engaged 
in research on Huygens' life and work or on its context. There 
will also be an opportunity for shorter contributed papers: 
offers of such papers will be welcome, but the Organizing 
Committee reserves the right to select those that it considers 
most suitable for the limited time available. 
Proceedings: Papers presented at the conference will be 
published as a book in which extended and documented versions 
of the contributions to the conference will be collected. Thus 
these Proceedings will fill a gap in the history of science 
literature; especially since the completion of the 22-volume 
edition of Huygens' Oeuvres (1888-1950) the need for a book- 
length survey of Huygens' life and work has been felt ever more 
keenly. 
Exhibition: To coincide with the Symposium, an exhibition 
will be mounted of instruments, portraits, paintings, manuscripts, 
books and other objects concerning Huygens' life, his scientific 
studies and his technical work. The exhibition will be held in 
the National Museum for the History of Science and Medicine 
"Museum Boerhaave", at Leiden. It will be open to the public 
for a period of several months. 
Excursions: Day trips will be arranged during the Symposium, 
to visit the exhibition in Leiden, Huygens' country-house 
'Hofwijck' near The Hague, and other historical sites. There 
will also be a program of social events. 
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Further details: Further details of the Symposium program, 
including a provisional list of invited speakers and the titles 
of their papers, together with information on accomodation and 
costs, will be contained in the Second Circular. 
Correspondence: All correspondence concerning the 
Symposium should be addressed to: Dr. H. J. M. BOS, Secretary, 
Committee Huygens 1629-1979, Mathematical Institute, Budapestlaan 
6, Utrecht, The Netherlands. 
"MATHEMATICS AND THE REAL WORLD" 
A WORKSHOP OF THE DANISH MATHEMATICAL SOCIETY 
AT ROSKILDE UNIVERSITY CENTER, DENMARK 8-9 AUGUST 1978 
Among the topics to be discussed are extra-mathematical 
influences on the development of mathematics, the influence of 
mathematics on the extra-mathematical world, and mathematicians 
and the social consequences of their work. Further information 
may be obtained from Professor Mogens Niss, Dean of Faculty of 
Science, Roskilde Universitetscenter, Postbox 260, 4000 Roskilde, 
DK Denmark. 
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**x********* 
EDUCATION 
This department publishes articles, notices, and news on 
programs and courses in history of mathematics, the uses of 
history in mathematics education, historical activities at 
meetings of mathematics teachers, and other matters relating to 
the place of our discipline in academic affairs. 
MONOGRAPHS IN UNDERGRADUATE MATHEMATICS 
The Journal of UNDERGRADUATE MATHEMATICS is publishing a 
series of paperback monographs for use in undergraduate courses, 
individual study, etc. Three titles are presently available: 
Spaces of Functions and Sets by R. B. Sher, On Constructing 
Freely Topological and Algebraic Groups by Temple H. Fay, and 
An Introduction to Point Set Topology Via Linearly Ordered 
Spaces by J. R. Boyd and G. R. Gordh Jr. Five additional 
volumes are in preparation. For further information, write to: 
Monographs in Undergraduate Mathematics, Guilford College, 
Greensboro, North Carolina 27410. 
